May 2015
Dear Partner,

The North Side of the Mountain
…for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day. 2 Timothy 1:12
Several years ago I bought Trina a beautiful baby grand piano. I enjoy hearing her
play and sing many of the old hymns we sang in church growing up. We have a piano
tuner come to our house and tune the piano regularly. One day when I came home I heard
beautiful classical music coming from our den. As I entered the room I began to talk to the
gentleman as he tuned the piano. He said that our piano has a particularly “sweet” sound.
I asked him what he meant by that and he said that some pianos just have a sweeter
sound than others. He also said that piano manufacturers prefer to use the wood from
spruce trees that grow in the highest parts of the mountains. The higher altitudes and the
cold north winds make it difficult for trees to grow and survive. As a result, the wood grain
usually grows stronger and finer together. He said most piano manufacturers actually
prefer the wood that comes from the trees on the north side of the mountain. The finest
piano manufacturers will only use the wood from the north side of these trees. This wood
produces the sweetest sounds. I found it interesting that the sweetest music comes from
the trees that have the most difficult environment.

The Sweetest Sound on Earth
Many times we face difficult situations in life that threaten to destroy us. However, if
we will believe God and feed on His Word, He will strengthen us in every situation. The
Holy Spirit will strengthen our inner man with mighty power and will enable us to stand. He
will cause the “wood grain” to grow finer so that the “sweet sound” of grace and faith come
from within. What the devil meant for destruction can actually cause you to turn to God
with such faith that His grace is imparted unto your spirit and soul. What the devil meant
for evil, God has turned for good!
The Apostle Paul went through great adversity and yet played the “sweetest music”
in Ephesians and his other letters. Many of the greatest men and women of God have
faced all the challenges that come from the “north side” of the mountain. Yet refusing to
quit, they have acted on the Word of God and found strength to do the will of God. Today,
we play a part in determining the sound that comes from our lives. What will we do when

we are facing the pressures of life? What is the secret of surviving and finishing your
course? The answer is in the Word of God.
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations;
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let
patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.
James 1:2-4

God’s Perfect and Entire Plan
When you are facing different kinds of adversity, don’t lose your joy. The joy of the
Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10). The joy of the Lord will strengthen your inner man
and fortify your faith. In Philippians 4:4 Paul said, “Rejoice in the Lord always….” How
can you rejoice in the middle of trouble? Because you KNOW that the trying of your faith
works patience and brings you into God’s perfect and entire plan (James 1:2-4). You must
KNOW something other people don’t. Paul said, “I KNOW whom I have believed,” 2
Timothy 1:12. In Job 19:25, Job said, “I KNOW that my Redeemer liveth.” Job declared
his faith in the midst of adversity (Job 5:22). Many miss the importance of the joy aspect of
faith. 1 Peter 1:8-9 says, "Yet believing, you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory,
receiving the end of your faith.” Once you know and understand this, you will no longer
get angry or depressed in times of adversity. Instead you will act on the Word of God. The
wood grain will grow strong and fine in your spirit and you will overcome. Get ready for the
sweet sound of victory that gives glory to God!
Our May Mission: Strengthen Churches Around the World
Just as Paul's missionary journeys were for the purpose of strengthening all the
disciples, we will be leaving in a few days on a missionary journey to strengthen many
churches and ministers in Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Australia and New Zealand.
Pastors will join us from Papua New Guinea in Australia. We are grateful to you for
partnering in prayer and in finances for this missions trip, as well as for the publishing of
the books The Spirit of Faith and Taking Your Place in Christ in the Vietnamese
language! We are believing God for $100,000 for these International Supernatural
Leadership Conferences. If you are interested in sponsoring a pastor – your gift of any
amount will work together to help us reach many pastors and leaders in these far reaching
countries. For your gift of any amount this month, we will send you the new series, "The
North Side of the Mountain." My God shall multiply your seed sown and supply all your
needs according to His riches in glory
In Christ,
Mark and Trina

